
Prayer Diary  
Sunday  Rev Leslie Edge (Chaplain - Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice) and the 

churches at Easterhouse (Glasgow) and Elgin 
Monday Alan & Elizabeth Winkworth 
Tuesday Heather Young 
Wednesday Yerzhan, Narina, Aldiyar, Arsen & Diana Akishev  
Thursday Church growth – spiritual and numerical 
Friday  Kieran Anderson  
Sunday Worship service conducted by Yeshwanth Vemana 
 
This week France is one of the more economically developed countries that BMS World 

Mission works in. However, as a secular state, with 20 per cent of the 
population declaring themselves atheist, and a small Baptist population, our 
personnel have an important role working alongside French nationals and 
passing on their years of experience. 

Pray for:   

 BMS partner the Federation of French Evangelical Baptist Churches (FEEBF) finished 
their annual congress yesterday. Pray that as delegates return to their communities, 
they will be able to carry out their new commitments so that more lives will be 
reached with the love of Christ 

 The church and community ministry of John and Sue Wilson in Paris, which includes a 
food bank and a women’s hostel, that it will have the resources and people needed to 
continue to be a strong witness in the area 

 The national ministerial students on placement with the Wilsons and Philip and 
Rosemary Halliday that they will gain the practical experience needed for their future 
service to the church in France and possibly beyond 

 Philip and Rosemary Halliday as they pastor a church plant in Gif-sur-Yvette. Praise 
God for the many activities that run during the week and for healthy attendance at 
Sunday worship. Pray that this community would continue to grow towards 
independence 

 Hallidays and Wilsons in their national roles alongside their pastoral roles. Pray for 
strength, wisdom and discernment as they mentor and lead others 

 The language school in Paris (where many from BMS have studied), currently playing an 
important role in welcoming people on the move, who have to pass the national 
language exam in order to stay in the country. 

 BMS partner FEEBF that in a time of so much uncertainty and darkness across the 

world, God will use FFEBF to spread his light and hope across France 

                   
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Meeting: There will be a Church Meeting after the service on Sunday 28th May to consider 

applications for membership. 

 

Sunday Evening Fellowship: Starting on 4th June there will be a monthly informal Sunday Evening 

Fellowship at 6.30pm. 

 

Refuel 2023: this will take place at Gordon Castle, Fochabers from 24th -27th July. Free to attend – book tickets 

at www.refuelscotland.org.uk 

 

21st May 2023 

WELCOME! 
      It’s great to have you in our congregation. 

 

If you would like more information about the church, baptism, church membership etc. please 

contact the Church Secretary at secretary@cuparbaptist.org.uk or if you would like to discuss 

any personal or spiritual matter please contact the pastor Yeshwanth Vemana at 

pastor@cuparbaptist.org.uk  

 

http://www.refuelscotland.org.uk/


Church maintenance: on Saturday 27th May starting at 9.30am we will be having a go at some building 

maintenance and gardening work. If you are available please come along and share fellowship whilst doing 

some practical work. 

 

Fifth Sundays: in months where there are five Sundays we will have a fellowship lunch. It will be a ‘bring 

your own sandwiches’ event. Starting 30th July. 

 

A Note from the Treasurer - CBC Charitable Giving 

Following the pattern of recent years, the 2023 Budget includes a figure for charitable gifts and donations by 

the Church based on the tithing principle. We do so in two tranches, one following the AGM and the other in 

the late summer/early autumn. We've given to a range of organizations in the last four years, most recently 

BMS World Mission Ukraine Impact Appeal; Bethany Trust, Kingdom 2000; Eagles Wings Trust in Dundee., 

BMS Harvest Appeal 2022 and People International. If anyone would like to propose an organization, appeal 

and/or charity to receive some financial support from the Church, please could you get in touch with me by 

email (tim.greenwood37@gmail.com) with your suggestions before Monday 29th May. If I do not hear from 

anyone, which sometimes happens, we shall discuss in the Leadership Team and arrange a broadly similar 

distribution. Many thanks Tim Greenwood  

 

Holiday Club: volunteers are needed for the Children’s Holiday Club for the week starting 31st July - group 

'shepherds' for the different age groups (primary school ages), craft and activity leaders, catering, music, and 

games. If interested please speak to Yeshwanth or Richard. 

 

K2 Prayer: On Tuesday May 23rd at 7.30pm there will be a prayer meeting in our hall for the work of K2. All 

welcome. 

  

Real Lives: Online events with live interviews and gospel message with Q&A Saturdays 8pm. Invite your 

friends at 8pm Saturdays on YouTube. Connect at: https://reallives.net 

 

Prayer walks: Prayer Walks have begun again. These walks provide an opportunity to walk around our 

community and to get to know one another better so that we can pray for situations more specifically. Days and 

times vary but we generally walk for about 45 minutes. If you would like to be involved, or if you have prayer 

requests for the community, please contact Katie. 

 

Bible Study: each Thursday: 7.30pm for 7.45pm at the manse. Studies based on the previous Sunday’s sermon. 

 

Other prayer requests: 

Climate change 
Keep praying for Christians around the world to speak up about climate change and for protection and 

provision for our global neighbours who are suffering from the impacts of the climate crisis. 

 

Zambesi Mission Please pray for ZM work in Malawi and Northern Mozambique and for all the personnel 

connected to the mission. Please pray for ongoing medical treatment for Simon Chikwana. Pray for Rose 

Chirwa as she takes on Simon’s role for the time being.  

 

Tearfund prayer requests 

The Philippines is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world. Thank God that Tearfund (as part of a 

consortium) has been approved to join a disaster risk financing pilot supported by Start Network. This project 

will develop contingency plans for tropical cyclones in northern Philippines. Pray for clear outcomes and 

opportunities as we work with churches, community institutions and the local government. 

 

Almost 500,000 refugees in Chad urgently need water, sanitation and hygiene assistance. The country is 

heavily affected by climate change, and access to water is crucial to preventing tension between communities 

that can lead to deadly conflict. Pray for people’s basic needs to be met and for the 30,000 people who are 

reported to have crossed into Chad as they have fled the military clashes in Sudan to find a safe place. 

Tearfund’s local partners are equipping people with new ways to farm and teaching them about hardier crops. 

Pray for increased food production to meet the needs of the population. Continue to pray for peace and 

protection against Boko Haram and the Islamic State in West Africa Province (ISWAP) armed group. 

 

mailto:tim.greenwood37@gmail.com
https://reallives.net/


It has been reported that security conditions in Haiti have been worsening and that violence and protest 

movements have increased over the last weeks – both in the countryside and in the capital city. Pray for the 

security of our local partners and staff and for their families as they work in risky areas, or have to cross risky 

areas to reach their place of work. 

 

Continue in prayer for: 

 Bangladesh and Myanmar - cyclone Mocha has caused loss of life and damage. Pray for comfort for the 

grieving and provision for those in need. 

 Pakistan - is facing outbreaks of violence. Pray for our team, partners and all those affected; pray for 

their safety and security at this difficult time. Pray for a resolution to the situation quickly and for peace. 

Pray for all those most vulnerable in Pakistan. 

 Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) - flooding and landslides have caused hundreds 

of deaths and the loss of homes for thousands of people. Ask God for comfort and peace for those who 

have lost their families and their livelihoods. Pray for people affected to access immediate support and 

assistance – including essential things like food and clean water. Continue to pray for peace in DRC. 

 Asia - most of Asia has been experiencing a severe heatwave, with record temperatures in April. Pray 

for protection and relief from the heat. Ask God to bless the work of our partners and the local church to 

promote activities to combat the climate crisis. 

 Sudan - is home to a very large number of refugees – many from Eritrea, South Sudan and Ethiopia. 

Some had fled violence in their own country and cannot go back. Now many refugees and Sudanese 

people are trying to flee the country into neighbouring countries such as the Central African Republic, 

South Sudan, Chad and Ethiopia. Pray for efforts to end the fighting. 

 Iraq - ask God to bring peace in Iraq. Pray for safety and protection for people caught in these conflict 

areas and for the success of Tearfund's work to promote peace and reconciliation. 

 Mali - the security situation has resulted in more than 30,000 displaced people living in overcrowded 

houses or makeshift camps. There is an urgent need for help to provide drinking water, food, medicine 

and shelter. 

 Tanzania - has declared an outbreak of Marburg Virus Disease (MVD). Pray for God to protect people 

against MVD and heal those who have been infected and that the virus will not spread to other regions. 

 Myanmar - ask God to comfort those who have lost loved ones due to airstrikes and to provide 

protection. More than 1 million people have been forced to flee their homes due to the ongoing violence 

caused by the 2021 military coup. Pray for the safety of our partners who continue to run trauma 

support groups in Myanmar. And continue to pray for a peaceful return to democratic rule. 

 Malawi and Mozambique - the devastation and flooding caused by Cyclone Freddy has added to the 

extreme difficulties faced by families. Pray for the healing of the land, and for people to have strength 

and courage in the journey to rebuilding homes and livelihoods. Pray for peace in the North of 

Mozambique where Islamic jihad group al-Shabaab are leading a campaign of terror. 

 Niger and Liberia - security concerns continue to limit access to schooling for children in some regions 

of Niger. Pray for God’s protection over children in Niger against child labour, forced marriage and 

recruitment into armed groups and pray that they would have access to education opportunities. Pray 

that employment prospects for young people in Niger and Liberia will improve and for peace. 

 Yemen - pray for success for peace talks between different parties involved in the conflict. After eight 

years of conflict, a permanent ceasefire will be a huge answer to prayer. Pray that the stranded oil tanker 

can be salvaged safely. 

 Turkey and Syria – pray for those still recovering from the trauma of the earthquake. Pray for provision 

of safe shelter, food, clean water and warmth for people who have lost everything.   

 Burkina Faso - more than 1 million schools in have closed due to the ongoing violence, which has now 

forced almost two million people from their homes. Attacks from armed groups linked to al-Qaeda and 

ISIL (ISIS) continue to put communities at risk. Pray for Tearfund as it trains communities in conflict 

resolution and works with churches to promote peace. Pray that children who are missing out on school 

will still have opportunities to thrive and that schools will be able to safely reopen soon. 

 Nigeria - pray a blessing on these those who attended a course on how churches can help communities 

free themselves from poverty. Pray for lasting change in their communities. 

 Northern Kenya - the rains have finally arrived in Northern Kenya. However the ground is so parched 

that it has been unable to absorb any water. Pray for the more than 800 families who have lost their 

homes and few remaining livestock to the flash flooding. 



 Sahel region - pray for peace, especially in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Chad. Violence is rising due 

to shortages of resources, including food, caused in part by the climate crisis. Attacks from armed 

groups continue to put communities, our local partners and staff at risk. Pray for their safety, and for 

peace to reign. 

 North-west Pakistan and Afghanistan - on Tuesday 21st March, an earthquake hit this region. Pray for 

the grieving and for comfort and healing for the injured and for help to reach those in need. 

 Communities across East Africa – Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya and Somalia – continue to face severe 

hunger. Pray for urgent food provision for those in need. Ask God to bring the rains where there is 

drought and for resources for our staff and local partners. 

 Burundi - praise God for people being trained in new ways to farm. Pray that this will inspire even more 

churches in Burundi to work with their communities to end poverty. 

 Ukraine - pray for protection over people as the conflict with Russia continues and for our local partners 

as they help people in need. Pray for a de-escalation between both sides and for peace. 

 Ivory Coast – pray that children will be protected from working in dangerous illegal gold mines. Also 

pray for farmers to earn a fair price for their work through Fairtrade initiatives. 

 Central African Republic - 3.4 million people require assistance. Pray for Tearfund’s work distributing 

food, helping communities access clean water and helping people to create small businesses. 

 Lebanon - hardly any electricity means people rely on generators and now it has become so expensive 

they cannot pay. Pray for social cohesion in the midst of a lot of poverty. Pray for peace and for the rule 

of law to be upheld and for protection for people who are marginalised. Pray that the outbreak of 

Cholera will be quickly contained, and pray for healing for those who have caught the disease. 

 Violence against women and girls is one of the most widespread, persistent and devastating human 

rights violations in our world. Cry out to God for justice for women and girls.  

 Uganda - more than 1.5 million refugees have fled here to escape violence in South Sudan and the 

DRC. Pray that local churches will welcome refugees and support them. 

 Venezuela and Columbia - ask God that people living in poverty will be at the forefront of decision-

making by the new Columbian president. Pray that talks to resolve the political crisis in Venezuela will 

succeed so that many of the 753,000 Venezuelans who have left their country can return home. 

 

Pray for persecuted Christians - Pray for Christians enduring persecution in the countries listed by Open 

Doors as the places where Christians face the most persecution. The worst five are North Korea, Afghanistan, 

Somalia, Libya and Pakistan. 

 

Pray for an end to slavery – It’s estimated that there are more than 40 million people worldwide living in 

slavery today. Women and girls are disproportionately vulnerable to modern slavery, accounting for 71 per cent 

of all victims. Pray for the work of Walk Free and other anti-slavery organisations.  

 

Pray for the work of Bible Societies around the world 

21 May – The Gospels are being used to teach Romani children how to read and write in their mother tongue. 

The Bible Society in Serbia are working to help preserve the Roma language and culture. Pray that the lives of 

children would be transformed.  

22 May – In partnership with local churches, the Bible Society in Cambodia is offering over 500 literacy 

classes to disadvantaged people and non-Christians. Please pray that more provinces would be open to having 

literacy classes in their area. 

23 May – The Bible Society of Ghana is aiming to help 15,000 literacy learners in the Upper West 

Communities of Ghana. Please pray that the stigma around adult learners would be broken and that there would 

be teachers willing to help others learn.  

24 May – Each year, three rural areas will be participating in the Literacy programme given by the Bible 

Society of Rwanda. These are led by churches who want people to be able to read the Bible themselves. Pray 

for people reading the Bible for the first time.  

25 May – In 2021 the wichi lhämtes language became an official language in Argentina, guaranteeing Wichi 

people the right to use their language. Pray for the Wichi community as they learn to read using Bible resources 

from the Argentine Bible Society.  

26 May – The Bible Society of Malawi is offering literacy training to non-reading Christians. Please pray for 

the estimated 1,750 women who will be able to read by the end of the year. Give thanks for the doors that will 

open through being able to read. 



27 May – As the Scottish Bible Society, we were able to raise over £142,000 to send to Ukraine for 

humanitarian aid, Bibles and Trauma Healing programmes. A huge thank you to everyone who has supported 

those in Ukraine both financially and through prayer. 

 

 

Pray for the work of Wycliffe Bible Translators 

21 May - Conflict is escalating in the CD* area in Southern Africa. Despite this, translation has continued!  

Pray that God will strengthen the team and that his word will transform lives in this area. 

22 May - Pray for a team of four ministers from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland who are visiting  

Senegal with Ricky Ferguson, a member of Wycliffe's church relations team, over the next nine days.  

23 May - Pray that these ministers will be inspired and encouraged by what God is doing in Senegal through 

the work of Bible translation. 

Over the next three days, we'll be praying for the Bende and Pimbwe of Tanzania and God moving in their lives 

24 May - Praise God for the Bible books printed so far in Bende and Pimbwe and the progress in moving Acts 

towards publication.  

25 May - Pray that copies will be reaching the right people and that they will be transformed by God's word. 

26 May - Pray for the completion of Matthew's Gospel in Bende and Pimbwe this year. Also for the printing 

and distribution of Acts.  

27 May - John and Pam Blakely, Asia — John and Pam are helping with 11 projects over the next few 

months. Pray that they will provide good support to each team. 
* Name changed for security reasons 

 

Pray for the work of MAF Theme for the week – I AM the Bread of Life. Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread 

of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst’ - John 6:35 (ESV) 

SUNDAY 21 Praise God for a new partnership between MAF PNG, Bread for the World, and the Tribal 

Foundation. MAF is working with them to deliver a new community training programme seeking to prevent 

gender-based violence. Pray that those affected by violence will find healing, dignity and their true value in 

Christ. 

MONDAY 22 Flooding during Suriname’s rainy season is always a problem, but last year’s unprecedented 

rainfall caused more devastation than ever before. MAF delivered about 30 sacks of food to villages cut off by 

the flooding. Uphold those still affected, and pray for protection now the rainy season has begun. 

TUESDAY 23 Late last year, MAF Papua flew 600 metres of water pipes to Dagai. Give thanks that we’re able 

to help fly supplies to remote communities worldwide, enabling people to access fresh water. May those who 

receive this physical blessing also hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

WEDNESDAY 24 Praise God for Genesis Waters which, thanks to MAF, distributed 100 water filtration kits 

in the DRC. The kits, which enable 100 households to access clean water, can be mounted on buckets to 

provide a simple filtration system. Pray that the grateful recipients will encounter Jesus, the living water (John 

7:37-38) and bread of life. 

THURSDAY 25 In Matthew 6:9-13, Jesus teaches us how to pray, saying, ‘Give us this day our daily bread’. 

Although for many of us food is readily accessible in the UK, put yourself in the shoes of someone for whom 

Matthew 6:9 is a desperate prayer. Give thanks that we have a God who cares about our physical and spiritual 

needs. 

FRIDAY 26 Ethnologue estimates that there are about 7,151 living languages in the world! Uphold all the 

Bible translators who fly with MAF and work tirelessly so people can be fed spiritually by reading God’s Word 

in their own language. 

SATURDAY 27 MAF Liberia flew two coolers of fresh fish for missionaries living inland to keep in their 

freezer. Pray that, as the fish provide nourishment for their bodies, so the missionaries in Foya will provide 

unreached communities with spiritual nourishment. 


